DBQ on Immigration
DOCUMENT - BASED ESSAY QUESTION

This question is based on the accompanying documents (1-5).  The question is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents.  Some of the documents have been edited for the purposes of the question.  As you analyze the documents, take into account both the source of each document and any point of view that may be presented in the document.
Historical Context:
Immigration in America began the moment the first explorers set foot in the new world and began colonizing. When people migrate, they don’t just leave one place and magically arrive somewhere else. Often, migrants are pushed out of their native lands and pulled toward a new place. 
Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history, answer the questions that follow each document in Part A.  Your answers to the questions will help you write the Part B essay, in which you will be asked to:
· Discuss the factors that pushed immigrants from their country while other factors pulled them toward America
· Discuss America's responses for emigrants and immigrants 
SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS
Directions: Analyze the documents and answer the short-answer questions that follow each document in the space provided.
DOCUMENT 1 
1882  the Chinese Exclusion Act was the first piece of legislation that limited immigration into the U.S. The 1882 Act called for a 10-year moratorium on Chinese entering the U.S. 
1907 President Theodore Roosevelt signed a "Gentlemen's Agreement" with Japan to stop the importation of Japanese laborers to America. 
1917 literacy tests were required of immigrants. Immigrants were required to write and read a language. This language did not have to be English. The 1917 Immigration Act increased the entry head tax to $8.
1930s and 1940s The 1930's and 1940's found U.S. quotas going unfilled. This occurred because of the Depression and World War II.After World War II, Congress, upon the urging of President Truman, made special provisions to allow displaced or homeless war victims to enter the U.S.
1952 The McCarran-Walter Act, an immigration law passed that kept a quota system with strong provisions against aliens with Communist or subversive backgrounds. The ban against Orientals was removed.
1a. Based on this document, list two actions taken by government that helped immigrants.
(1)During 1930s and 1940s, the US allowed homeless war victims to enter.
(2)In 1952, the McCarran-Walter Act passed, the ban against Orientals was removed.
1b. Based on this document, state two problems immigrants faced before these laws were passed.
(1)In 1882,the Chinese Exclusion Act baned anyone from China to come to the US.
(2)In 1917, all immigrants 16 years old or older must take a literacy test.
DOCUMENT 2
After German Jews came to the United States and achieved some success, they encouraged other Jews to immigrate also. A rabbi in Cincinnati wrote a poem called "The Jewish Emigrant" that was printed in Die Deborah, a German Jewish newspaper, in 1855.

Far, far toward the West,

There is a great country,

Far across the sea it holds out

To us its brotherly hand.

Thither shall we cross over,

There shall be the home

Where we can find rest

From suffering, ignominy and agony.
2. What is this poem mostly about ?
This poem described the pull factors of the US.
DOCUMENT 3
Fannie Strauss, who came to the United States in 1913, remembered that her father had come earlier to avoid fighting in the Russian army during the Russo-Japanese War.
My father came ahead of us all. He came just around the time of the Russo-Japanese War. It must have been around 1905... He didn't want to fight in the war. If he had stayed there another six months he would have been drafted... And Jews in those days had very little for Russia. They were born there and they had to live there, but they certainly didn't want to risk their lives for the czar. So it was either be drafted in the Russian war against Japan and perhaps get killed or make it your business to get out. This is what he did. He had to steal across the border... which meant that he had to pay an agent who, for money, could get you out.
3. According to this document, why does Fannie Strauss' father come to the US?
He came to the US to avoid war.
DOCUMENT 4
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4. What does this political cartoon show?
This political cartoon shows businessmen want cheap labor, but at the same time the cheap labor they need is also getting deported.
DOCUMENT 5
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—— Ireland Famine
5. What do you see in this photograph? Can you guess the time period ?
I see people lay down and their faces look like no hope. It probably during 1850. 

The U.S.A. gathered from around the world of immigrants.  In American History, there were many emigrants left their country and chose to move to America.  Some of them are pushed out of their country while some of them are pulled toward America.  According to this situation, the US government response in many ways.
The factors that pushed immigrants from their country called push factors while other factors pulled them toward America called pull factors.  There are many push and pull factors that based on the documents.  In document 2 it’s written that There is a great country,There shall be the home.  For sure, the great home country is the United States of America.  This poem proves that in many German Jews’ eyes, America as warm as home.  Document 3 states Russian people came to the US to avoid war.  As we know, war injured people.  They are forced to leave their homes to seek asylum.  Back to Ireland Famine, document 5 shows us the children weeping for food but their parents were helpless.  If stay the same, there will be nothing for them but to lie down and die.  The best choice is to leave and find another place that can provide them job to eat.  America lent them helping hand and gave them life expect.  However, the results of incessant large number of people hopped into the US is that many Americans lost opportunities.  The following years,  US government adjusted the immigration law to stop the increasing population.
The government began to enforce new requirements, called quotas.  The first piece of legislation that limited immigration into the U.S. was Chinese Exclusion Act.  According to document 1, the act passed in 1882, it made Chinese labors fell into a somber situation.  Americans worried that the Chinese people grabbed their bread.  As document 4 shows above, the businessmen want cheap labors, but at the same time the cheap labors they need is also getting deported.  It shows the necessity of what an immigrant can give to this country, but if you want to send them back to where they came from then how are you going to help your economy.  The plight continued to the World War II.  President Truman made a decision to allow displaced or homeless war victims to enter the U.S.   As the McCarran-Walter Act in 1952 passed, the injunction of Orientals were finally removed.  However, it is pleasure to see that US government’s recognition of past mistakes for Chinese Exclusion Act in October 6,2011.
History has taught us war and economy depression push the people out of their country.  Thus, in my opinion, peace and country's economic development is essential.  
