World War II Homework Choice
Did America live up to its ideals during World War II?
This is a list of MANY Independent Mini-Projects (IM’s).  A total of 20 peace signs must be done.  The IMs with less peace signs are generally easier than the others.  Not all IMs must be done and they DO NOT have to be done in order.  Choose whichever one you feel works best with what we’ve learned and what you feel creatively will be fun for you!  You can earn additional points by doing additional assignments.  They will be graded based on how well you fulfill the description of the task.  If you have another idea, get it approved before you start work.  You will not receive any credit for work copied from the internet.
Some World War II topics you can study include: Pearl Harbor, D-Day, The atomic bomb, the Holocaust, Hitler/Roosevelt/Churchill, The War in China, Japanese internment camps, the creation of the United Nations after the war and more.
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #1: Collage
☮☮☮
A collage is a group of images/items put together to create a deeper message. Collages can be made of different materials, but are usually created from pictures or photos.
YOUR TASK:
1) Find many images related to immigration.  You can search in magazines and books and make copies, or print images off the internet, or create images yourself.
2) Look at your images and decide what the “big idea” is that your collage will show.
3) Glue all of your images onto a poster or other surface and title the collage.  Write a paragraph explanation and attach it to the front or the back of the collage.
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #2: 
Current Event Article Connection
☮☮
YOUR TASK:
1) Find a current news article about immigration; it could be from a newspaper (New York Times, Daily News, New York Post, Metro, AMNY...) or from a news website (CNN.com, BBC.com, NYTimes.com...).  Be sure to provide the article or a link to the article in your write up!
2) Read the article and write a 1-2 page (typed) response/reflection on the article and how it connects to a theme or event we are learning about in class.  First, summarize the article.  Then write a response in which you make connections to what we are learning in class, reflect on the importance of the news story the article is about, and give your opinion of the article.  
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #3: 
Art Work
☮☮☮
Create a piece of artwork that shows an event, theme or idea from World War II.  This could be a drawing, painting or sculpture.  
YOUR TASK:
1) For this mini-project create an original piece of artwork about World War II.  It should be done with attention to detail, be creative and carefully put together.
2) Think about a particular issue, event, person, or feeling from the time period we are learning about.  Using your artistic skills you will create a work of art that helps a person better understand your topic.
3) Finally, you will write a one page reflection explaining the meaning of your artwork.  This page can be like the blurb that hangs on the wall next to a work of art in the museum.
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #4: Diorama
☮☮☮☮☮
A diorama is model of an historical event that is to scale.  For example, a diorama of our school might have a small model of our school, with small students in the classroom and people playing handball in the yard.  This project involves A LOT of creativity!
YOUR TASK:
1) Decide on one event from World War II that you would like to model.
2) Using a shoebox, or other kind of box, draw/paint the background art for your event.  Using clay or some other modeling material, create the important figures in your model.
3) Write a short description of your scene and what is happening, who is in it, and what your opinion is of the event.
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #5: Make your own Movie
☮☮☮☮☮☮☮☮
Your Task:
1) Using a video camera, make a movie World War II.  The movie should be at least 3 minutes long and include original footage.  Mr. Geballe can lend you the camera and a USB, but all of the editing should be done on your own.
2) The movie can be either a documentary or a short, fictional film.  It should include all of the elements that our Civil Rights Movies included.
3) For this project, you may work with a partner, but then each of you will only get 5 peace signs.
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #6: Google Presentation (Powerpoint)
☮ ☮ ☮
YOUR TASK: Create a Google Presentation (Powerpoint) about an event from World War II.  Keep your focus on one event or person.  Create a presentation with at least 10 slides total, including both text and images on multiple slides.
1) Your presentation should “tell a story” of your person or event.
2) Choose an event that is fascinating to you.
3) Share your presentation to your class email.
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #7: Video Game Proposal
☮☮☮☮☮
YOUR TASK: Create a proposal to send to Sony (Playstation) or Microsoft (X-Box) for a new World War II themed video game.  Be sure your proposal includes the following elements:
1) A paragraph describing the overview of the game.
2) A detailed description of how the gameplay works.  What is the player actually doing (moving a person around, moving armies, flying planes etc) - which buttons control which actions?
3) An explanation of how the game will adapt for multiplayer use (can be Massive Multiplayer online)
4) How does a player win?
5) three “screenshots” of the game in action.  What will the graphics look like (you can use real images to help you with this)  
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #8: A Soldier’s Diary
☮☮☮
YOUR TASK:
1)  Write at least three diary entries of a soldier fighting during World War II.
2) Include many historically accurate details in the diary entries.
3) Each entry should be at least 150 words long.
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #9: 
Political Cartoon Reflection
☮
YOUR TASK:
1)  Find a political cartoon about our topic on the internet, from a newspaper or from a book.
2)  Write a 1-2 page paper describing what is going on in this cartoon.
3)  Be sure to list each character/symbol in the cartoon and explain what it stands for.
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #10: 
Documentary Film Critique
☮☮☮☮☮
A film critique gives the reader an opinion about the different aspects of a movie.
YOUR TASK:
1) Choose a documentary to watch based from the unit we are working on. You may borrow one from your teacher, or you may get one from the public library or Netflix, if you have an account.
2) As you watch, take notes on the following features of the documentary:

a) Images (Think about why the director chose to show those particular images.  





How did they 
make you feel?)

b) Music (Think about why the director chose to include that particular music at that particular 



point in the film. How did it make you feel?

c) Sound effects (Think about why the director chose to include those sounds at that particular 



point in the film. How did they make you feel?)

d) Interviews (Think about why the director chose to interview those people. What expertise did 



they have on 
the topic? What perspective did they want to show?)

e) Narration (Think about why the director chose to include narration in certain parts of the film. 



How did the narration add to your understanding of what was happening?)

f) Text (Think about why the director chose to include text in certain parts of the film. How did 



the text add to your understanding of what was happening?)

g) Story arc (Did the director have a clear story arc? Was there a clear beginning, middle, and 



end to the film? Was there a problem and a resolution to that problem?)

h) Moral/main idea (What do you think the message of the film was? What was the perspective 



of the director? Were you persuaded to agree with the director’s perspective or 



did you disagree?)
3) When you are done watching the film, take a look at your notes. Which features of the film really stand out to you or which features do have the most notes on? Use these details and examples to write your critique. Don’t have a lot of notes?? Watch the film AGAIN.
4) Your critique should be at least 3 SEEK paragraphs answering the following questions. Use supporting details from your notes:

a) What is this film about? (Summarize the film)

b) What were the strengths of the film? (What did you like?)

c) What were the weaknesses of the film? 
(What didn’t you like? What would you do differently?)

d) Would you recommend this film to someone else? Why or why not?
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #11: 
Historical Conversation
☮☮☮
YOUR TASK:
1) Choose one of the four major leaders during World War II - Franklin Roosevelt (USA), Winston Churchill (England), Joseph Stalin (USSR) or Adolf Hitler (Germany)
2) Write 2-3 pages of dialogue between yourself and this person.  What would you say to him?  What advice would you give?  How would he respond?
Use the format like a play script, for example:
Mr. Geballe:  Hi Ms. Fuller, how are you?
Ms. Fuller: I am doing quite well, and yourself?
Mr. Geballe: Great!
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #12: 
Historic Newspaper Article about an Event
☮☮☮☮
YOUR TASK: 
1) Choose an important event from the time period we are studying and write a newspaper article from the perspective of somebody who was there. 
2) Research the event. 
3) Once you have researched the event, you will use the facts and information you’ve discovered along with imagination, creativity, and writing style to create a newspaper that is reflective of your time period.
4) This article may focus on an event or a significant person during the event. 
5) Explain why this event/person was so significant to American history. 
6) Your newspaper should resemble a real newspaper. It should include the name of your newspaper, the date, a headline, and pictures.
7) Everything in the paper must reflect the time period in which it is set.  Your articles should be written as if the events are currently happening or as if they happened recently, not as if the events happened way in the past or far apart from each other.
* Remember- this is a newspaper article not a history report. Be sure to include dates, times, names of places and people involved. 
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #13: 
Historical Fiction
☮☮
Historical Fiction is a book, poem, or movie, based on real historical events, but in which the characters are not real, and the minor events may not be entirely realistic.
YOUR TASK:
1)  Write a fictional (pretend) story that takes place somewhere in our unit.
2)  Your story must be in the context of what we are learning in class.  By setting your story during a historical event it will enable us to get a better understanding of how the people felt during this time period.  You have a chance to be very creative during this IM, but your story must also feature a historical background.
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #14: Reflection
☮
YOUR TASK: (you can only choose this one after at least 3 weeks of the unit.)
1) Reflect on your thought so far in the unit.  Choose 3 of the following five questions and write a SEEC paragraph about each one.  

a) What have you found confusing about this unit?  Why?

b) What things have we learned about that upset you or made you angry?  Why?

c) What have you enjoyed about this unit so far?  What haven’t you enjoyed?

d) What suggestions would you have about how to improve this unit of study?  What changes 


would you make if you were the teacher?

e) How have you performed in this unit?  What are you proud of, what do you wish you had 


done better?  Why?
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #15: DBQ Essay
☮☮☮☮☮☮☮
YOUR TASK: Create a DBQ essay about World War II.
1) Write a task with at least two bullet points about World War II.
2) Find at least 5 documents that would help a student write the essay.

Documents must include at least one picture, one political cartoon, and one written text.
3) For each document, write a short answer question
4) Write the Essay (intro, body paragraphs, conclusion) as you would a regular DBQ
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #16: Flip Book
☮☮☮
YOUR TASK: Create a flip book of at least 20 pages that shows an event from World War II.
1) You can choose any event, and it can have text or not.  Try to choose an event that is easily portrayed in a flip book (eg, Atomic Bomb exploding)
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #17: Acrostic Poem
☮☮
YOUR TASK: An acrostic poem is a poem in which each letter of a word or phrase starts a sentence.  Create an acrostic poem about a person or event from World War II.  Here is an example:
“Geballe”
G - Going bald at such a young age.
E - Eagerly awaits the senior trip.
B - Baseball is his favorite sport.
A - An Apple a day (and a bag of chips) is his lunch.
L - Likeable, sometimes.
L - Loser, sometimes.
E - Empathy is a trait he hope to teach his students.
IM (Independent Mini-Project) #18: Weapon Advertisement
☮☮
YOUR TASK: Choose one weapon from World War II that interests you.
1) Research this weapons and create an advertisement for this weapon.  Include an image, a slogan and a testimonial (a description from someone who has used it about how GREAT! it is. . .)
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